Requirements to Start a New 4-H Club in Racine County

The University of Wisconsin-Extension grants 4-H Club Charters which formally recognize a club's affiliation with 4-H, and grant that club the permission to use the 4-H Club name and emblem. To be a Chartered 4-H Club in Wisconsin, the following requirements must be met and maintained:

· Club Name

· Five or more youth plus (Racine County’s  rule – must have at least two families)

· Two adults in leadership who have been approved through the Youth Protection process.

· Educational plan which meets the purposes of the 4-H program

· Youth involvement in leadership and decision-making

· Meet on a continuing basis

· Open to any youth eligible for 4-H membership, regardless of race, color, creed, religion, sex, national origin, disability, ancestry, sexual orientation, pregnancy, martial or parental status.

Failure of a 4-H Club to meet these requirements may result in the loss of the club charter and the use of the 

4-H name and emblem.

A 4-H club may have either paid or volunteer adult leadership. Teen leadership does not meet the adult leadership requirement.

4-H clubs must have an educational mission. Evidence can be provided in different ways. The preferred method is for clubs to develop a program plan with their members, and provide a written copy of that plan to the members and the UW-Extension Office.

"Youth participation in leadership and decision making" emphasizes that 4-H clubs belong to the membership, and that the youth members should make the decisions. Adult leaders should not be making the decisions for the members. Many clubs operate with officers; however, they are not required.

"Continuing basis" means that a club intends to carry on as a functioning unit indefinitely. The club may determine for itself the frequency and timing of its meetings. Clubs that don't meet in the summer, or November-February are acceptable if they continue as a club the next year. They don't completely disband at the beginning of the summer; rather, they continue to exist with leadership and an identify and program again in the fall. Likewise,  a school club that meets every school year as the 5th grade class club would also be acceptable, even though all of the members change each year.

All 4-H clubs must comply with federal and state nondiscrimination laws, including TITLE VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 and the American with Disabilities Act.

Reference:  WI 4-H Youth Development Policies  Page 2 & 3  Feb. 1998

Copied from the Wisconsin 4-H Youth Development Policy Manual  dated February 1998 page 2 and 3.

Ann Voge, 4-H Faculty Assistant,   
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