4-H AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAMS  -  U P D A T E



The 2003-2004 school year marks an exciting year for 4-H Afterschool Programs in Racine County.  UWEX, Racine Unified School District (RUSD) and the Lighted Schoolhouse have partnered again to bring, the mission and vision of 4-H to underserved youth.

Last year a pilot program was launched which resulted in 22 4-H Afterschool Programs in RUSD’s Lighted Schoolhouse Programs, where Kathy Dunkerson, Assistant Director spearheaded this initiative.  Although the program began late in the school year, by the end of the school year there were many happy children anxiously desiring to continue their 4-H club activities.  To be sure, the kids were glad that school would be ending, they were not happy about missing out on 4-H Afterschool Club activities.


These children were experiencing (some for the first time) what our traditional 4-H clubs members have been experiencing for years – empowerment, choice and most especially, validated leadership roles. This year there are 4-H Afterschool programs occurring in 15 RUSD schools.  While most have only one 4-H program, some schools have two.  The schools sponsoring the clubs include:


Bull Fine Arts

Fratt


Gifford



Gilmore

Goodland

Janes


Jerstad Elementary

Jerstad Middle

Knapp


Mitchell Middle
North Park


Roosevelt

Wadewitz

Wind Point

Winslow


The clubs began this October and kids are currently in the process of choosing club names and electing officers.  It is our hope that the Lighted Schoolhouse will distribute newsletters (quarterly) featuring different 4-H Afterschool clubs, providing pictures of the club members, leaders and giving information about projects the clubs are completing.  In addition, it would be wonderful for the 4-H Afterschool Newsletter to be included as an insert in the 4-H Reach Out Newsletter.  This way everyone will get to see and enjoy what is happening in all of our 4-H Clubs.  

 
This year we have a wonderful new component to Welcome and Support to this 4-H Afterschool Initiative – It is the YMCA!  The Y has been contracted through the Lighted Schoolhouse to oversee the employees who will be leading 4-H clubs in the schools.  In September, Bonnie Herrmann and Jacqueline Love orientated our 4-H Leaders.  They continue to receive support and training at the individual school sites as it relates to 4-H guidelines. 

 Some of our 4-H Afterschool Leaders have been involved with 4-H through the program from last school year, through their own children.  However, some of the current Leaders are seeing for the first time how beneficial 4-H is for kids of all ages, abilities and cultures.  The 4-H Afterschool programs operate Monday through Thursday between the hours of 2:30 p.m. and 6:00 p.m., (the days and time vary from school to school).


UWEX is especially grateful to Mrs. Kathy Dunkerson, who has championed the 4-H Programs so valiantly.  We know of no other school district that can boast a 4-H Afterschool Program in half of the school districts’ elementary and middle schools.  Kids are growing, learning and becoming more responsible, we believe some of this progress can be attributed to 4-H and the commitment to develop our children.  





Submitted by Jacqueline D. Love, 4-H Youth Development, Racine County UW-Extension 
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